Sept. 8, 1955
Heute I,

Sevierville, Tenn.

r. R.L, kaples

Hew Gatlinburg Inn,
‘Gat}inburg, Tennessee
Qaar Hel:

I teld Mr. Hunter that [ would get him the name and address of a
direct descendant of Jehn Sevier. She is Mrs. Mary Hoss Headman, 00
Cumberland ive., S.W., Knexville. Her telephene number is 3-4755. lMrs.

- Headman is a g-8. grand daughter of Sevier by hisg first mar~iage te Sarah
Hawkins; her father was the late and well-known Methedist Bishes Hess,
whe was bern and raised at sld Jonesbsre, Tennessee. She tells me that
her father started research en his g. grand father Sevier befure 1890,
and that she continued the werk afier her father's death and has the data
cellected by beth.

kirs. Headman is new 81, but her mind is still quite alert. I asked
her what she theught abeut kr. Hunter's srepesed title, ana she imnediately
sai. ther ceuld be ne titlie mere appropriate. She insists, hewever, that
the spelling sheuld be "lelachuxcky® rather than fNelichueky" Jack since
that was the sla spelling and that the "e® sheuld be sreneunced as in "ne."
i think mest Tennessee histerians will bear her sut in this.

lrs. Headnan claims that Sevier's secend wife, Catherine Sherrill, better
Known as "Bennie Kate®, has been glamerized tee much ani that she actually
was a large, ugly and ever grown girl when Sevier married her in 1780, shertly
after the untimely death of Sarah Hawkins and net leng befere King's Meuntain.
He was left with ten yeunr children and his secend marriage, se states
Mrs. Headman, was ene ef cenvenience te previde him with a heuse keepker
and wether fer his children.

L did net ask her hew she woeuld feel 1f ir. Hunter saw fit te include
in the drama the stery of "Bannie Kate" Jumping inte Sevier's arms te
escape the Indians at the Watauga fort in 1776 when the Cherekes made their
first majer attack en Tennessee's first settlers. I de nst think this
stery is well founded en histeric fact, but it is ene of sur oldest
traditiens and lends itself well te drama- I deubt if lir. Hunter will censider
it his jeb te cerrect sur traditiens.

drs. Headman said she weuld be delichted te talk te ir. Hunter at any
time. Yeu might warn hinm, hewever, that he will have te allew her te de
mest ol the talking and that he may find it difficult te step her. I think
he may get frem her seme clearer insight inte Sevier's persenality and
character which weuld enable him te portray the man better. 5he has an



adaress delivered by her father, Bishep Hess, te the Reegkingham Ceunty,
Virginia (Sevier's birth place) histerical seciety in the 1890's- she
calls it Sevier's best biegraphy.

ér, Hunter alse asked abeut the date of the annual meeting and
banquet of the Bast Tennessee Histerical Seciety. Tentative plans
calls for the evening ef Uctober lst, but if there are changes 1 shall
let him know. I imagine he weuld like te attend and anneunce the drama-
all members will be very much interested. It weuld nice if a Gatlinburg
group alse attended. The sublic is always welceme.

fo I am alse including netes frem a Revelutienary War sensien file which
L copied in the Hatie al Archives in 1953: I was net tee interested at
the time because 1 was ebtaining data frem the Hevelutienary files of
Sevier Ceuntyxmwan men. L regret nes that L did net get a mere cemplete
abstract because the affidavit ei James Sevier seens te cenfirm Mrs.
Headman's stateunent that Sevier's secend marriage was rather sudden.
However, I aeubt if Mr. bunter will be itee interestea in this anyway-
if he is he can ebtain a phetestatic cepy frem the Natienal krchives.

>incerely yours,



